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SUBJECT: CARIBBEAN DISCUSSION WITH TRINIDAD PRIME MINISTER ERIC 
WILLIAMS 

1. 1 POUND TRINIDAD PRIME MINISTER ERIC WILLIAMS CONCERNED 
ABOUT THE PUTURE OP THE CARIBBEAN IN MANY RESPECTS, YET 
HIS GOVERNMENT IS IN THE UNUSUAL POSITION OP A DEVELOPING 
COUNTRY WHICH IS ALSO PROVIDING SIGNIFICANT FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE TO ITS NEIGHBORS. HE IMMEDIATELY QUESTIONED ME 
ABOUT OUR ABILITY TO ASSIST JAMAICA, TO WHICH TRINIDAD 
HAS ALREADY PROVIDED CONSIDERABLE ASSISTANCE. HE IS 
PLEASED THAT WE CONSIDER A JAMAICAN AGREEMENT WITH THE IMP 
TO BE A CONDITION PRECEDENT FOR ANY EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE, 

AND IS PREPARED TO JOIN WITH US AND OTHERS IN A CONSORTIUM 
IP AN IMP AGREEMENT IS REACHED IN KINGSTON. 

2. WILLIAMS LEADS A PRAGMATIC AND DEMOCRATIC 
GOVERNMENT CONCERNED TO MAINTAIN AN OPEN AND MIXED 
ECONOMIC SYSTEM WITH SUBSTANTIAL POREIGN PARTICIPATION 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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AND INVESTMENT. NOW THAT TRINIDAD'S PROVEN RESERVES 
OP NATURAL GAS ARE CLEARLY IN EXCESS OF HER OWN 
AMBITIOUS NEEDS IN CONNECTION WITH HER INDUSTRIALIZATION 
PROGRAM, THE GOVERNMENT HAS DECIDED TO CONSIDER A MAJOR 
LNG PROJECT POR SALE OP LNG TO THE US. THE PRIME MINISTER 
ASKED THAT WE CONSIDER SOME QUIET BILATERAL TALKS REGARDING 
THIS LNG PROJECT (IN WHICH US PIRMS WILL PEATURE HEAVILY). 
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WE ARE NOT CLEAR YET ON JUST WHAT HE HAS IN MIND FOR 
GOVERNMENTAL DISCUSSIONS, BUT HE HAS PROMISED FULLER 
DETAILS SHORTLY. AN ASSURED MARKET IN THE US IN CERTAINLY 
PART OF WHAT HE IS SEEKING. 

3. WILLIAMS IS NOT OPTIMISTIC ABOUT THE EMERGING MINI- 
STATES IN THE REGION, OR EVEN ABOUT THE SHORT-TERM VIABILITY 
OF THE INTEGRATION MOVEMENT IN THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING 
CARIBBEAN, HE HAS SEEN TOO MANY AMBITIOUS PROPOSALS FOUNDER 
IN THE PAST AND THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY IS UNDERGOING 
ESPECIALLY SEVERE STRAINS NOW IN VIEW OF THE FINANCIAL 
DISARRAY OF GUYANA AND JAMAICA AS WELL AS THE MORE RADICAL 
POLITICAL COURSE THOSE TWO NATIONS HAVE EMBARKED UPON. 

HE NEVERTHELESS STANDS READY TO PROMOTE INTEGRATION 
AND ASSIST LESS FORTUNATE NEIGHBORS WHERE POSSIBLE. 

4. THE PRIME MINISTER IS EXCEEDINGLY SKEPTICAL OF 
CASTRO'S CUBA, BUT FEELS WE ARE CORRECT TO SEEK 
RAPPROCHEMENT AS LONG AS IT IS NOT AT THE EXPENSE OF 
ATTENTION TO THE DEMOCRATIC STATES OF THE REGION. 

5. LAST, BUT NOT LEAST, WILLIAMS FIRMLY SUPPORTS OUR 
EMPHASIS ON THE FUNDAMENTAL IMPORTANCE OF ADHERING 

TO A STANDARD OF HUMAN RIGHTS THROUGHOUT THE HEMISPHERE. 

HE CONGRATULATED YOU ON YOUR FIRM STAND. 

VANCE 
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